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President’s Remarks – Jenny Quigney 937-459-8090 
 

Happy Fall – Y’all, well, I guess for some it is however, I’m one of those people that hate to see summer go. For 
myself summer has been a great time of spending time with my family and enjoying the outside and sun. We are 
heading into our fall and winter events at the Historical House and you will want to read further in the newsletter to 
discover all that is happening with our society in the coming months.  

I would like to take a moment to recognize a past AWTHS President that has passed away. Larry Wallace – he 
was president before myself and his and his wife Annabell contributed a great deal to our organization. He will be 
greatly missed by his family and friends.  

Through the generosity of the Darke County Foundation the Arcanum Historical Society has received a $2000.00 
grant to be used  to replace the furnace.  This is the third year that we have received this type of grant and it is much 
appreciated.  These grants are made possible with fundraiser monies and private donations from individuals in the 
Darke County Area.  This is just one example of how communities can and should work together to make a positive 
difference in the lives of Darke County residents.   

I want to take this opportunity to welcome our newest board member, Greg Brown.  Having grown up in 
Arcanum,  with his knowledge and support of the community, he will be a wonderful addition to our society. 

Upcoming Events: 
Our first membership meeting will be on September 11th however it will not be an ordinary meeting. We will be 

celebrating veterans’ day by working with the mayor’s office in celebrating The Purple Heart Event. I would like to take 
this time to thank all the individuals that have and are helping to make this year’s Purple Heart event a success.  

Our November meeting will host the DAR presenters Linda Riley and Deb Nisonger. At the conclusion of the 
meeting, we will be bringing all Christmas items down stairs, so we are asking for help with this endeavor. Please feel 
free to ask family members to help as well. Our Christmas Bazaar will be held on November 28th and 29th.  

I would like to thank Annette Stewart and Mike Wells for planning and providing a tour for Arcanum Butlers 3rd 
grade class. From what I hear it was a big success.  

In closing I would like to mention that our Treasurer David Kepler’s mother Ruth Kepler has passed away and we 
offer him and his family our sympathy. 

Please review the rest of the newsletter for more information on our upcoming events. It will be a pleasure to 
see all of you in September, until then enjoy what is left of the warmer weather.  
 

Thursday Sept. 11th  *  Arcanum * A Purple Heart Community 
Honoring Purple Heart Recipients  *  Parade 6:00 pm   *  Ceremony 6:30 pm  

 

  Arcanum’s 5th Annual Veterans Purple Heart Ceremony will be held September 11th at Veterans Park, on George 

Street, adjacent to Arcanum Wayne Trail Historical Society.  Each year the village of Arcanum recognizes veterans of all 

military branches.    

 Veterans will be honored with a golf cart parade beginning at 6:00.    

The ceremony begins at 6:30 on the Veterans Park stage with a welcome by Mayor Bonnie Millard.  The program 

begins with invocation, includes music, a speaker, then the induction of this year’s honored Purple Heart recipients takes 

place.  

 Light refreshments will be available.  AWTHS members are helping by providing the cookies. 

Starting at 5:30 the historical society doors will be open to view some of the permanent military collections and 

also a special  America 250 display giving the history of several local Revolutionary War patriots, and more interesting 

information about that time in US history.  The Patriots display will be available to view until August 2026.    

 Assisting the Village with the Purple Hear event will take the place of a program which AWTHS would normally 

have planned for the 2nd Thursday of September.  Attending this event is a great way to support Purple Heart veterans and 

all veterans.     

   **********___ Have     YOU    paid your 2025 Membership fee?    ************* 

All Membership fees were due the 1st of January.  Thanks to all who have paid.   

For those who aren’t sure if you paid or not, contact Sharon Troutwine  937-692-5128.  
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November  **   A Very Busy Month    
  

November 13th  Program   6:30 p.m. Doors open at 6:00 to view Education Exhibit 

  America 250-Ohio – America Semi-quincentennial 2026 

Presenters:  Deb Nisonger, Regent and Linda Riley, Vice Regent 

  Fort Greeneville Chapter Daughters of the American Revolution. 

They will give an overview of how Ohio, Darke County, Greenville, Arcanum are planning to 

commemorate United States adoption of Declaration of Independence 1776.   
  

Following the presentation the work begins!!!  Carry Down Christmas Bazaar Items   
 

 

** Friday November 14th  9:00 am. Until noon    Empty Boxes.   Members and friends of 

AWTHS have been very generous with their donations. Setting up is a very big job, but it is fun to open a box and find 

that special, unique or cute item.  No heavy lifting, just empty boxes and place items on the designated table: Santas, 

Angels, Snowmen. A hour of your time will really help.     
 

** America-250 Panels coming to AWTHS  November 1st and the 13th, 
The America-250 Darke County Traveling Education Exhibit sponsored by Ft GreeneVille DAR will be coming 

to AWTHS during Open Hours and our Thursday evening program.  The six panels represent “Past, Present, Future” and 

highlight Frontier, Patriots buried in Darke County, Economy, Villages, People, and Places.  The panels shows our history 

at a glance.  And yes, Arcanum and our own AWTHS are on the panels!  The traveling exhibit was made possible from 

the Trillium Local Activity Grant from the American 250-Ohio Commission. 

 
 

**Christmas Bazaar  Friday   November 28 * 5:30 p.m.-8:00         Saturday November 29 * 9:00 a.m.-4:00 

 

Gently used Christmas Items of all kinds  Bake Shop  Kids Shopping  Free Items  
 

Members are asked to make goodies for the Bake Shop  * Bring them for pricing Friday from 10:00 to 2:00  
Co-Chairs: Sharon Troutwine – 937-692-5128       Peggy Grim – 937-564-6276 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

AWTHS Officers      Directors 

President     Jenny Quigney  459-8090   Carolyn Furlong  417-2966    

Vice President  Dick Troutwine 692-5128   Joyce  Colville       692-8685 

Treasurer David Kepler  692-5908   David Hayes         545-9507   

Secretary Connie Wells   692-8085   Jim Deis              662-0119    

         Cary Wogomon   623-5857   

  Fred Troutwine    692-8939 

 Greg Brown  548-3011 
   
************************************************************************************************************************************* 
 

Introducing Arcanum Students to Local History  ------ __Third Grade Students Visit AWTHS  
 

The third-grade class rooms visited AWTHS May 19 to see teacher, Miss Clark and her mid 1850’s classroom.  
Students were asked “what was in their lunch pail”, “how did they arrive at school today” and “what their favorite 
subject was”. 

They had a guest, Lewis Dietrich, stop by and talk about the Lewis Dietrich Saloon and Hotel as well as the 
different businesses in the building and the Beck Hotel. 

Annette Stewart portrayed Miss Clark and Mike Wells, Lewis Dietrich.  Thank you to Connie Wells for typing the 
facts and quiz sheet for the students about Arcanum. 
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 SOUTHERN DARKE COUNTY HISTORY    ANNETTE STEWART  937-417-3746 
Carole Fourman and myself have had a busy spring and summer in the research library, hosting, 

researching and organizing new displays, studying about our Revolutionary War Patriots as well as families, 
assisting researchers, and getting in some new exciting collections which we will highlight. 
Thank You 

We could not get the volume of projects and research done without others:  These have contributed to 
the Revolutionary War Patriots and their families-Garst Darke Genealogy Dept. particularly Karen Besecker 
and Diane Brittenham, Caroline Petijean, Carolyn Fisher at Greenville Public Library, Rich Emery for newspaper 
clipping research, and the Fort GreeneVille DAR for the patriot’s bio’s.  A huge thank you to our own Barb Deis, 
Connie Wells and Carole Fourman for their help and support. 

Also, Kathy Daugherty and John who have worked with our web site and laptop.  Kathy is working on 
adding America-250 materials to the site to correlated with the traveling exhibit that is traveling the county so 
check it out.  This will feature our county Patriots and the People of Darke County. 

 

New America-250 Displays 
The display cases at AWTHS have been fitted for the patriotic America-250 theme.  Carole Fourman and Annette 

Stewart have set up about the Founding Fathers, the Declaration of Independence, Constitution, Bill of Rights and the 
signers of the Declaration; events leading up to the American Revolution and the time period during and afterward.  
Other cases showcase our Revolutionary War Patriots who lived and died in Darke County after the war.  Check out the 
map where they are buried as well as how early settler life was in the wilderness here in Darke County, particularly 
around our community in Twin, Butler and Harrison Townships.   

If you can’t get in to personally visit the map, it is on-line through our web site at awths.org.  Look for the “DAR 
America-250” tab.  All Patriots are listed here along with the cemeteries where they are buried and their military bio.  
We’ve done a Patriot Spotlight and their fascinating stories on our web site as well as AWTHS Facebook page.  You can 
read about their adventures there. 

Want to learn more?  Come during Open Hours, the First Saturday Morning of each month, and dive into the 
awths archive files.  All the Patriots histories are included: but several families we have additional information on,  which 
are  Ashley’s, Walker’s, Owens, Gordon’s, Harriman’s and Satterley’s of Castine. 

Our America-250 display will be through next summer of 2026, in celebration of the big event of our country. 
 

Researchers and New Collections 
We are excited about our new arrivals.  The book “Baker Family History” Vol 1 was donated by the 

Kepler family.  Several of us from the AWTHS family are Baker related and after around six years of research, 
writing, and editing Volume 1 went into print!  This is available for research at AWTHS.  Notes from Henry 
Baker Sr. and Catherine Poe descendants are also in our archives which is extensive notes from Dixie Kepler, 
Annette Stewart and others.  Available only in person. 

Larry Wright, a descendant of the Ivester family, donated a huge collection of Ivester and Kepner 
artifacts to AWTHS this spring.  This is a great collection and we are currently cataloging the acquisitions which 
will possibly on display this winter and be available for viewing.  Thank you to Larry for allowing AWTHS to 
house this family collection back in their original hometown. 

Looking forward to processing collections of Tom Staley and the JoAnne Hill estate for display and 
researchers.  

Notable is researchers Karen Ernst and husband visiting this spring.  Karen is also a Baker descendant 
from Mary Baker and David Swank and has contributed her tree and photo on-line so we could share on 
Facebook with others and have copies for our laptop file. 

The Hinkles from out west visited as well and are Henry Fourman 1st descendants and from the 
Weaver families. 

As you can see, we have many researchers and are quite busy during Open Hours as well as other 
times by appointment. 
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Acquisitions  Annette Stewart   Carole Fourman 
 
As previously mentioned, AWTHS has received a number of collections and acquisitions over the spring 

and summer which has kept us busy cataloging, organizing, sleeving, and deciding about the best methods to 
display as well as make accessible for the research library and viewing.  

 We wish to thank those who “loaned” items for our agricultural as well as Pitsburg displays earlier this 
spring.   

Just a reminder to call before donating to avoid duplicates.  We have several duplicate yearbooks, as 
well as Ithaca and Arcanum books for sale during open hours. 

We could use a volunteer to help with organization of acquisitions.   
 
Acquisitions  Annette Stewart   Carole Fourman 
 
#  Item        Donor  
25012  AHS Yearbooks: 1990, 91,92,93,95,97,98,99,   Arcanum High School  
    2000, 01,03,04,06,07,08,09                            “            “          “  
25013   Old Family and school photos, some unidentified  Mary Hickman  
25014   JoAnne Hill Collection: Methodist Church Papers,   Jim Hill  

Old Smith Store Photos, programs, and memorabilia  
26015  FM Yearbooks: 1955, 57,58,60,61,62,63,64,65,79,83,85 Doug Brown  
25016  FFA pins x 7, 1975, 4 H Clover Leaf    Rebecca Hill  
25017  Antique Valentines-Teacher, Miss Smith, Soc Kum Teacher Diane Keegan  
25018  School Souvenir booklets x 10, from various schools  Tom Staley  

School Remembrance 1918, Report Cards   
25019  FM Yearbooks 1973, 74, Franklin Elementary 1966  Barb Cox Brumbaugh  

FM Boys Basketball Program 1993- 94  
25020  Southdale School Souvenir, 1902-03    Joyce Thwaits  
25021  Ivester Collection: Photos, Newspaper clippings  Larry Wright  

Plat Book/maps  
25022  Old Photo Book      Todd Commons  
25023  AHS Graduation, 1950, Phyllis Jean Brown   Bev Rench   
25024  Tom Staley Collection, Cards 1: Photos,    Tom Staley  

Card 2: Arc Fed Calendar & thermometer, Arcanum Centennial Ash Tray,  
   Toothpick holder-Franklin Grain, Meadow Gold Milk bottle,  

Card 3, Flag, Post Cards, Reigle Insurance Agency, 1966 calendar,  
Gower Plumbing Thermometer, Hoffman picture, Mary Smith obituary  
and history, War Window Flags  
Card 4: Oak washstand, 1943 AHS arm patch, Crow chemical Company,  

   Friendly Service Arcanum knife.  
25025  Arcanum “Winds of Change”     Jim Hill  

History of Darke County, Vol 1 & 2, by Frazer Wilson  
War Ration books, Methodist Cookbook  

25026  A H S Glee club, 1934-35    Richard &Marilyn Rinehart  
25027   Monroe School, 1935 and 1939    Peggy Didier  
25028   Baker Family Book      Dixie Kepler  
25029   Butler Twp School, early 1900’s,    Carol Holsapple  

Orlando Price McGriff  
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Southern Darke County History 
 

William Walker, Owen and Gordon Families 
 

To coordinate the theme “America-250, we’ve been researching and writing about our 
Revolutionary War Patriots buried here in Darke County with an emphasis on Southern Darke 
County.   

One of my favorite stories is about William Walker.  He was a soldier in the American 
Revolutionary War and volunteered in September 1778.  He served as a Private in the Virginia 
Militia with Captain John Shannon’s Virginia Company at Fort Mcintosh against the Indians for 
five months.   

Walker has other service having enlisting again but I wanted to find out about Fort 
McIntosh.  Through the Beaverheritage.org page we read “General Lachlan McIntosh built Fort 
McIntosh during the American Revolution in 1778 on what would become the site of Beaver 
Pennsylvania.  He was assigned by General George Washington.  Constructed in 1778, it was 
the first fort built by the Continental Army north of the Ohio River; as a direct challenge to the 
British stronghold at Detroit.  It was the headquarters of the largest army to serve west of the 
Alleghenies.  Its purpose was to protect the western frontier from possible attacks by the 
British and raids by the Native American allies.  The fort was the scene of a historic event in 
1785-the signing of the “Treaty of Fort McIntosh” by the tribes as well as George Rogers Clark, 
Richard Butler and Arthur Lee”.  As a direct result, the way was cleared for Congress to enact 
the Land Ordinance of 1785.  This served to clear the path for surveys and settlement and 
marked the beginning of westward migration.  Thus, what William Walker set out to originally 
do, help create the way for him and his family to migrate in later years to Darke County, 
specifically Gordon-Landis Road west of Gordon but before it was even on the map. 

Walker lived with his daughter, Margaret or “Peggy” Walker Owen and their family.  Her 
husband was John, who also served in the Tennessee branch during the War of 1812.  Their 
children were Mary, William, Nancy, and Emeline.  They came to Ohio in 1819.  *(Twin Twp 
was just formed in 1817).  John deeded some of his farm for a Methodist Church and 
graveyard where it was known as the Lynch Farm and later Lynch Cemetery.  After John’s 
death from typhoid fever, Margaret went to live with her daughter, Nancy Owen Gordon in 
Gordon until Nancy’s death in 1861.  Yes, Henry was the son of the Gordon’s, who the village 
or town of Gordon is named after. 

William Walker’s memorial is at Ithaca Cemetery.  Margaret’s death date and burial was 
undiscovered until researching Walker and discovering Margaret’s stone photo in the 
Cemetery book by Stephens and Spencer.  This cemetery is on private land today but several 
stones are still present and Margaret’s is one of them! 

Please read the entire family story and view photos on our web site and FB page posts.  
Awths.org.   
Written by Annette Stewart with research help from Caroline Petijean and Karen Besecker.  Bios are 

on Find-a-Grave as well.  Records in AWTHS archives. 
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2025                    Membership Dues Form        

    Clip and Mail to       AWTHS, P.O. Box 4, Arcanum, OH 45304    

Name  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

    

Address__________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

City, State, Zip Code 

_____________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Phone Number______ _______________  ________________________Receive Newsletter by Email? Add 

email ____________________ 

 

_New____________Renewal _________ 

 

Annual Fees          ____$15 Single ____$25 Family   ____$50 Sponsorship      ____$150 Corporate  

____$1000 Lifetime 

 

Your additional tax deductible contributions are also greatly appreciated   $___________________ 

 

Please check the area where you would like to help. 

__Acquisitions ___   __Newsletter     __Membership     __Programs    __Ways & Means     

__Historic Sites   __  Education _____Flower Garden Care        __Yard Care  __Publicity

 __Publications     __Adopt A Highway         __Displays    __Help Reference Librarian         

__Genealogy  __Type Research Papers        __Serve as Host/Hostess during Open Hours          

___Christmas Bazaar ___ Organize Refreshments for Membership Meetings         ___  Help with 

light housekeeping – dusting, etc.  

 

**************************************************************************************** 

Monthly Events 
*             AWTHS Events are free and everyone is welcome. 
*     Saturday Open House Hours First Saturday of each month. 9:00 – Noon  
*             1st and 3rd Friday  *  1:00      Euchre Party  
     You can  also bring your friends to play a game of your choice.  
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Learn about   Local People and History through   Reading, Assisting and Helping  
  

* Be a Greeter during Open Saturday hours while others are helping researchers. 
* View American 250 and Revolutionary War displays.   
* Read through old newspapers and AWTHS binders of local history. 
* Help Annette Stewart and Carole Fourman with maintaining the incoming acquisitions 

and to keep binders updated.   
* Share with the light housekeeping duties: dust off displays cases & windowsills and 

wipe smudges from glass doors and displays cases.   
  
Contact Annette Stewart 937-416-3746 to help with acquisitions and binders.   
Contact Barb Deis 937-662-0119  or  A board member to help with light housekeeping. 


