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President's Remarks  Jenny Quigney 459-8090 

 The last three months have just flown by and now we are involved in the fall season. While there are many 

events going on around us please remember that here at the Historical House we have a few events scheduled. The next 

membership meeting  and program is scheduled for November 10th and we would like to see all of you there. You can 

find a calendar of events in this newsletter.                                      

  I would like to remind everyone that our main fundraiser is the Christmas Bazaar and will be held on November 

25th and 26th. That being said, I would like to encourage anyone who would like to help on those days to contact Sharon 

Troutwine.  She has additional information in this publication.              

  During the summer we held three Coffee and Conversation sessions which were very well attended. Thank you 

to all who helped out with this and a huge thank you to our guest speakers. We have also survived another year 

manning the fair gate. I would like to thank all who helped with this. Scheduling the fair gate is a huge responsibility and 

required a great many man hours. So thank you to Keith and Carolyn Furlong for taking care of all of this. We did receive 

$1,250.00 for our efforts.                     

  Thank you to Annette Stewart for her program on the one and two room school houses. I know that a lot of 

research went into the program.                    

  Just a reminder there are maps for the driving tour available at the house. Please feel free to pick one up.  

  We are in the process of having some of the bricks replaced on the front of the house.  Thank you to Jim Hill for 

his work.  We have also given the house a general cleaning.              

  As of 8‐31‐2016 we have $9378.70 in our checking account and expect to add to the amount with the Christmas 

Bazaar funds.                         

  It continues to amaze me all the effort that is put into running this organization and I would like to thank 

everyone for all their efforts.  Please remember that we always encourage new memberships and welcome everyone.  

  I would like to wish everyone a happy fall and holiday season.  

        November 10th Program       7:00 p.m.       "Stories Behind Our Acquisitions"               Carolyn Furlong                  
    "SPECIAL * INTERESTING * MYSTERIOUS                                                           
 Many items have been donated to AWTHS during the past12 years.  Some help tell the history of our area.  
Others help demonstrate a way of life our grandparents and parents knew.  Join us to learn the stories as we know them 
behind these items and how we acquired them.  Acquisitions Chairperson Carolyn Furlong will share some of the 
interesting and special items in our collections; in some cases - mysterious items.  You may have questions regarding 
something you have seen on display.  If we don't have the answer perhaps someone in attendance will know the answer. 
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Membership - Sharon Troutwine 692-5128                                                                                                                         
 We are happy to report an additional 5 membership renewals.  We still have 9 memberships that have not as yet 
been renewed for 2016. 

Farewell  It is with sadness that we note the passing of past member Bob Davidson. 

Farmers Market   Thank you to the 6 vendors who sold their foods and crafts at Veteran's Park this summer.  A big 
thank you also to you and the community for purchasing local. 

Christmas Bazaar November 25th and 26th Sharon Troutwine  692-5128  It is time to plan our Christmas Extravaganza 
and we really need everyone's help.  Our Bazaar is a huge project but with your help and support we'll do it one more time 
and hope it will be a big success.  We will again have our usual Door Prizes, In-House Raffle, and 50-50 Raffle as well as 
our Mrs. Santa's Bake Shoppe.                                                                                                                                                                
 Please mark these important dates on your calendar.                                                                                                  
Nov. 10th Thursday following the AWTHS Program-- Carry Down Sale Items.                                                                      
Nov. 25th Friday  10:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m.--Deliver Homemade Goodies to AWTH for Bake Shoppe.                                         
Nov. 25th Friday  6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.--Preview Sale                                                                                                      
Nov. 26th Saturday  9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.--Saturday Sale                                                                                                  
Nov. 28th Monday 9:00 a.m. - ?                  Clean Up                                                                                                                    
 * * *      THANK YOU FOR HELPING         * * *                  WE CANNOT DO IT WITHOUT YOUR * * *  

2016 Darke County Fair Gate #3   Keith and Carolyn 548-6556         
 We want to thank each of you for your willingness to help staff the fair gate.  There were 69 individuals who 
volunteered for the 27 time slots during the 135 hours of coverage, for which we received $1,250.  Thank you again for 
your assistance and flexibility to change time slots if necessary.  

Sweet Six Teens  by Beth Flora                                                                                                                 
 The Sweet Six Teens were organized by Jo Dunlap in 1973.  The six girls all attended Faith United Methodist 
Church (and Arcanum High School) in Arcanum.  The girls sang three part harmony.  Lydia Dunlap Fourman and Lori 
Markland Sutton sang 1st soprano, Jody Flora Fair and Debbie Peters Graham (later Tish Karns Rademachir) sang 2nd 
soprano, and Jill Flora Miller and Diane Martin Bell sang alto.                                                                                                       
 The Sweet Six Teens sang at many churches, a farm bureau convention, festivals, talent shows, etc.  The group's 
theme song was Reach Out And Touch the Heart Of Someone.   Some other selections were Match Maker, Traces, Sing A 
Rainbow, We've Only Just Began, The Windmills Of Your Mind, What Would We Do Without Music, and Let There Be 
Peace On Earth.                                                                                            
 None of the girls were sixteen when they began, and they sang together for three years. The teens wore dresses 
alike and had several different dresses.  It was a good time together, and the girls learned much.  While Jo directed the 
girls, I accompanied them on the piano.           
 Some of their memories are:          
 Lori Markland Sutton - singing in a talent show at Memorial Hall and winning first place.  (The Swabb Brothers 
were second.)              
 Tish Karns Rademachir - I was the "replacement" member of the group, making us 2 seniors, 2 juniors and 2 
sophomores.  I thought we were really celebrities.  My favorite was Reach Out - that was our closure for every 
performance.  It was a fun time and I was blessed to have been part of the Sweet Six Teens.    
 Jody Flora Flair - singing at the Moose Lodge and trying on the ladies fur coats while waiting to sing.  
 Diane Martin Bell - I remember all the fun and laughter that surrounded us as we rehearsed, traveled and 
performed.  Mom died during our time singing together, and the times we shared were a great grace in my life.  
 Jill Flora Miller - excited to be asked to sing at a Father/Son Banquet and very disappointed to discover that all 
the sons were over sixty.            
 And from younger sister - Carrie Flora Feitshans - we (along with brother, Brad) remember "going on tour" with 
the Sweet Six Teens and be SO BORED!       
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Southern Darke County History   Annette Stewart, Reference Library Coordinator  417-3746 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR HOSTING AND WEB SITE       
 As some of you may or may not know I had a health issue in July with my heart.  Long story short I have orders 
to slow down so I’m needing basically some help with the AWTHS Reference and Research Library, web site and lap top 
computer.  I’m also looking for someone to partner with, in helping to put events on the AWTHS web site as well as 
update our laptop.  Interested members please notify me or if you know someone who is not a member encourage them to 
contact me.  Social media is very important to our existence and we REALLY need back up volunteers for this area. 
 In September we begin the Fall Open Hours schedule.  Hours are 9:00 to Noon the first Saturday of the month.  
We are flexible; coordinating open hours with the town’s events.  Susie Weisenbarger continues to help me with the 
hostess/host schedule for open hours. We really need more volunteers.  Responsibilities are answering questions, guide 
those touring the house and possibly helping with research.  If we have more hosts we can assist the researchers.  
Although those wanting to do research usually make an appointment.  We offer training and the best way to learn is to 
simply volunteer and be there to learn hands-on.  Host guidelines and information notes are available.                                              

AWTHS DESIGNATS HISTORIC DELISLE SCHOOL HOUSE        
 AWTHS designated the Delisle School house located on the corner of Delisle-Fourman and Myers-Tillman Road  
in Van Buren Township as a historic site in Southern Darke County per Keith Furlong, AWTHS Historic Site Chairman. 
 According to the Arcanum Times old newspaper we read the following:  Per Arcanum Times January 31, 1952:  
When the Delisle one room brick school building in Van Buren Township goes under the auctioneer’s hammer next 
Saturday (Feb.2) at 1:30pm another Darke County educational landmark will pass on and become history.  The building 
built in 1885 and in continuous use for school purposes until last spring.  A majority of the patrons indicated a desire to 
have their students attend Arcanum.  In Van Burean:  07/02/1908 we read the #5 school’s teacher was Geraldine Roll.  
 Memories of students who attended Delisle School:          
 Carolyn Patterson Furlong, AWTHS member.  She recalled at our program on Old School Houses in September 
that she cried when she had to attend Delisle, but soon fell in love with the school and students.  "When it snowed and 
buses couldn't travel the snow covered roads, John Smith, our bus driver, would pick us up in his car and make several 
trips to deliver all 27 children safely to school.  The oldest pupil was 8th grader Donnie Baker.  I was in 3rd grade along 
with Sonny and Buddy Baker.  I also remember being allowed to ride my pony on special days.   Mrs. Marie Walker was 
our wonderful teacher.  There are many great memories of that year. That was the last year the school was open (1950-
1951)".              
 Norma Rich Delk called me and told her memories of the one room school.  Her teachers were Mr. Snyder and 
Marie Walker.  She attended 5-7th grade here and said it was the “best school years of her life”.   Norma remembers 
Friday was Popcorn Day; her teacher playing softball with the class and ciphering matches.    
 Both Norma and Carolyn remember their Halloween party was a family affair. The whole family could attend our 
party in costume. There was prizes for best costumes, and they played jacks.       
 The furnace sat in the middle of the room with tables on the right and the teacher’s desk on the left.  Students 
were called up by grades to work with the teacher and at the chalk board.      
 Joan Baker Rench, older sister of Sonny and BuddyBaker, also attended Delisle before going on to Arcanum High 
School.  She remembers being picked up and taken to Delisle school by school employees in their own cars.   

     History of Arcanum Books for Purchase 

The Secret Town - The Story of the Founding of Arcanum, Ohio and William Gunder Family    $20 

Arcanum, Ohio Business History (1852-1968)         $25 

Arcanum Chronicles Includes  - Opera House, Sports, Parades & Celebrations, Brig. Gen. Ed Sigerfoos, Grassville Quartette, 
Christmas, Chautauqua, Fast Horses, District 7 Ithaca School         $20 

Arcanum Chronicles Volume 2  - History of  Fire Department and Arcanum Public Library    $18 

Purchase books at AWTHS during open hours,  website, or contact board members 
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	Growing	Up	on	the	Moyer	Farm																		by			Cheryl	Moyer	Gray	

										Sometimes	“maturity”	has	to	set	in	before	you	realize	when	you’ve	had	a	good	thing.	I	believe	that	is	true	of	
my	story.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

											 From	the	time	I	was	six	months	old	until	the	day	I	got	married,	I	had	only	one	home	and	that	was	the	one	
my	grandparents	Roy	and	Mamie	Bechtol	Moyer	built	on	the	Gordon	Landis	Road,	right	outside	Gordon,	Ohio.		
When	they	retired	from	farm	living,	they	moved	into	a	newly	built	home	in	Gordon	beside	the	Methodist	parsonage	
on	East	Main	Street.		My	father,	Donovan	Rueben	Moyer	was	now	in	charge	of	the	farming	and	dairy	life,	which	
shaped	my	life	even	unto	this	day.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 There	was	only	around	60	acres	of	farm	land,	but	anyone	remembering	farming	in	the	early	1950’s,	knows	
there	was	not	the	“modern”	help	such	as	the	farms	of		2016.	My	father	early	on,	also	worked	full	time	in	Dayton	at	
the	Leland	Electric	business.		Trying	to	do	all	this	on	his	own,	soon	caught	up	as	he	had	a	heart	attack	at	a	very	
young	age	when	I	was	only	in	the	primary	grade.	Luckily,	after	some	recuperation	time,	he	bounced	back	with	his	
health,	but	had	to	make	the	decision	to	slow	down	and	give	up	the	Dayton	job.	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	Our	farm	had	a	crick	bottom	and	I	spent	many	summer	days	catching	tad	poles	and	witnessing	
them	transform	to	frogs.	There	were	also	crawdad	mounds,	and	EEEEK	snakes!!	I	might	have	this	“free”	time,	only	
after	spending	the	morning	being	a	“human”	fence,	making	sure	the	cows	grazed	only	on	the	appropriate	part	of	
the	field	that	had	no	fence.		My	job	was	also	scraping	and	then	painting	the	beautiful	white	board	fence	
surrounding	the	perimeter	of	our	farm.		This	was	certainly	before	the	vinyl	self	preserving	fence	we	all	enjoy	today.	
	 Everyone	knows	there	is	always	something	to	do	on	a	farm.		My	job	was	often	going	to	that	back	pasture	
and	bring	up	the	cows	for	milking.		They	each	had	a	name	and	if	you	could	get	the	leader	started		the	train	would	
form	and	they	would	be	heading	up	the	lane	for	a	milking.			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	Our	farm	had	a	silo	and	modern	milking	parlor,	which	I	don’t	believe	a	lot	of	farms	had	at	that	time.	Gene	
Cox,	a	native	Darke	ountian,	and	employee	at	Royal	Crest	Dairy	on	Salem	Avenue	in	Dayton,	made	arrangements	
several	times	for	inner	city	Dayton	school	children	to	visit	the	farm	and	witness	the	Holstein	cows	being	milked	
with	the	modern	tubing	filling	our	bulk	tank	with	glorious	raw	milk.		The	milk	would	be	picked	up	by	one	of	his	
Royal	Crest	trucks	and	transported	to	the	Royal	Crest	Dairy	to	be	processed	into	containers	and	shipped	to	local	
grocery	stores	in	the	Dayton	area.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 My	mother,	Olive	Price	Moyer,	grew	up	a	town	girl	in	Brookville,	Ohio,	and	I	have	come	to	respect	the	way	
she	worked	so	hard	as	a	farmer’s	wife,	most	likely	because	she	knew	what	the	farm	meant	to	my	father.	She	never	
missed	a	morning	or	evening	milking	cows	24/7	in	freezing	cold	or	scorching	heat.		I	am	a	sissy	concerning	mice	or	
rats,	but	she	did	not	have	the	choice	to	run	when	mice	or	rats	showed	up	in	the	milking	parlor.		 	
	 She	also,	had	a	steady	hand	as	she	chopped	the	heads	off	the	young	chickens	she	raised	to	sell	and	threw	
them		off	to	the	side	to	“flop”.		When	the	flopping	was	over,	it	was	my	job	to	dip	the	remains	in	scalding	water	and	
pick	off	the	feathers.	It	would	be	no	wonder	if	she	got	carpal	tunnel	after	cutting	up	all	those	young	broiler	chicks.	
	 There	are	so	many	memories	of	hard	work	on	my	farm,	but	the	most	satisfying	feeling	one	could	have	is	
when	one	tills	the	land,	provides	fresh	food	for	the	family,	and	raise	children	to	respect	nature	and	appreciate	the	
heritage	of	several	generations.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 It	was	with	great	sadness,	that	after	my	father	died	and	mother	could	no	longer	maintain	the	farm	alone,	it	
was	sold	outside	the	family.		I	drop	a	few	tears	as	I	drive	by	today	and	see	the	once	well	kept	acreage	in	a	run	down	
condition.		What	is	left,	are	the	memories	of	how	blessed	I	was	to	have	those	many	years	at	RR	3,	Arcanum,	Ohio	on	
a	beautiful	farm,	with	a	loving	family,	outside	the	small	village	of	Gordon,	Ohio.	

Siblings:		Richard	Moyer,	Karen	Moyer	Reser,	Jane	Moyer	Urlage.	

	

Deliver Brochures  We are looking for an individual(s) who likes to travel, who would check facilities such as Garst and 
Darke County Visitor Bureau to see if we need additional copies of our AWTHS brochures.  Contact Annette Stewart 
417-3746 for more information. 
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Old Fashioned Days Parade Float 2016  Each spring Arcanum Elementary 3rd grade classes are given a tour of 
AWTHS to learn about the history of the house as well as life during the late 1800s.   A tour of town is also part of their 
curriculum to learn about their community.   This year students and teachers were invited to ride on the Old Fashioned 
Days Parade float.  Riding on the float were teachers Cindy Sink and Carol Bryson, also students Carrie Denlinger, Lily 
Hayes and Cohen Protzman.           
 We appreciate Richard Rinehart who once again pulled the float with his restored 1948 Ford 8n tractor.  The 68 
year old tractor always draws a lot of attention. Thanks to all who participated in some way with this year's float.  By the 
way, we were awarded a trophy for our float.    

    

                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   2016  Membership Form   Clip and Mail to     AWTHS, P.O. Box 4, Arcanum, OH 45304  

Name_________________________________________________________________New__________Renewal_______ 

Phone Number_________________________Receive Newsletter by Email? Add email address___________________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State and Zip Code___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Annual Fees          ____$15 Single ____$25 Family   ____$50 Sponsorship      ____$150 Corporate          ____$1000 Lifetime 

Your additional tax deductible contributions are also greatly appreciated   $___________________ 

Your participation is needed for AWTHS to exist and for continuous growth.  Please check the area where you would like to help. 

__Acquisitions __Newsletter __Membership __Programs __Ways & Means     __Historic Sites __Education  

__Nominating  __Flower Garden Care __Yard Care __Genealogy __Publicity __Displays  

__Publications  __Help Reference Librarian __Adopt A Highway   __Serve as Host/Hostess during Open Hours  

__Type Research Papers __Keep Website Updated __Transfer Acquired Photos & Documents to Laptop 



Arcanum Wayne Trail Historical Society, Inc.          
  P. O. Box 4             
  Arcanum, Ohio 45304    
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Calendar of Events                                                                                               
AWTHS Visitors Hours 9 a.m. - Noon    Reference room 9 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.                                               

September thru May open the 1st Saturday of each month                                                              
June thru August open each Saturday 

October 4, 2016   Board Meeting       7:00 p.m.                          
October 7 & 21, 2016  Euchre Party       1:00 p.m.           
November 1, 2016  Board Meeting       7:00 p.m.                        
November 4 & 18, 2016  Euchre Party       1:00 p.m.                        
November 10, 2016  Program: Carolyn Furlong  "Stories Behind Our Acquisitions" 7:00 p.m.                        
November 25, 2016  Christmas Bazaar      6:00-8:00  p.m.              
November 26, 2016  Christmas Bazaar      9:00-5:00 p.m.               
November 28, 2016          Box Up/Clean Up      9:00 -? a.m.                                 
December 2 & 16, 2016  Euchre Party       1:00 p.m.                         
January 12, 2017  Annual Membership Meeting and Carry-In Dinner                                              
                 Election of Officers and Directors        

Just A Reminder              
Bring your artistic talents - help decorate Christmas wreathes, garlands and table  tops starting in October -  Contact Sharon Troutwine 
692-5128.                
 Attend November 10th Program, "Stories Behind Our Acquisitions"  Bring a friend.       
Looking for unique a Christmas gift????   Give Arcanum history books!  (See page  )                   
Everyone  has a story to tell.  Contact  Annette Stewart 417-3746 or Barb Deis 662-0119 if you would like to share a story.    


